Brighton High School Physics Syllabus (2014-2015)

Teacher: Mr. Lundy

Room: C-2

Email: lundyp@brightonk12.com
Web Site: www.mrlundysroom.org
Course Descriptions and Objectives
  This course is an introductory algebra-based physics course.  The emphasis of this class is equally divided between developing a conceptual understanding of the major topics of physics and developing problem solving skills in those topic areas.  Algebra and trigonometry will be used extensively throughout.  Emphasis will be put on understanding the theories at hand and identifying them in real life.  A laboratory component accompanies the classroom element in the course.  Students will be expected to undertake and report on laboratory projects related to the topics in the class.  By the end of the course the student will have the experience of using the Scientific Method; asking questions, making educated guesses, doing experiments to answer the questions, and drawing conclusions from their data.

Topics and Timeline:

First Semester

Characteristics of science (chapters 1 and 2)

Force and motion in 1 and 2 dimensions (chapters 3 – 7)

Gravitation (chapters 8 )

Second Semester

Momentum (Chapter 9)

Energy (chapter 10)
Work and Simple Machines (chapters 11 & 12)

Waves, sound, and light (chapters 14 – 19)

Text: 
Glencoe.  Physics: Principles and Problems.  @ 2002 by the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

Textbook resources available on-line at http://www.glencoe.com/sec/science/physics/index2.php
Grading: 
The grading policy has been set by the BHS science department.

Chapter exams……………………………….……..  50%

Labs, quizzes, notebook, daily work……………….  50%

Materials:

Notebook. (3 ring binder recommended but a folder will do.)

Pens and pencils

Scientific calculator

Lined paper

These materials are to be brought to class every day.

Classroom Rules:
   1. Come to class on time and prepared to learn. (Pencils sharpened, pen, paper, and notebooks)

   2. Respect all property. (School property, personal property, and other's property)

   3. Respect all ideas given in class and do not criticize anybody's ideas or thoughts.

   4. One person at a time leaves the room with the hall pass.

   5. Absolutely no eating in the classroom unless approved in advance. Never eat in the lab.

   6. Leave the classroom and lab exactly as you found it.

   7. The sound of the bell does not dismiss the class.

   8. Do your very best!

Attendance Policy:
Attendance will be handled according to the policy outlined in your student handbook.  It is the student’s responsibility to ask about work missed as soon as he/she returns.  It is recommended that daily work be make-up as soon as possible so that the student does not fall further behind.  If you have a pre-excused absence your pre-assigned work will be due on the day the student returns from an absence.  For assignments which did not have a pre-assigned date you will have 5 days to complete the make-up work or follow other arrangements granted by the teacher.

Misc. Policies:

   Tardiness to Class: Tardiness to class will be handled according to school policy outlined in the student handbook.

   Late Work: Late work will be accepted for the current quarter.  You will receive 80% of the score on any paper turned in after the due date.  It is in your best interest to turn your work in on-time.

   Extra Credit:  There is no extra credit.

   Labs:  Pencils are to be used on all labs and all math practice.  If the lab report is formal it must be turned in either typed or written in pen.

   Other:  Bell to bell instruction occurs in this classroom.  Therefore time spent out of the classroom for locker and restroom breaks hinders learning and will be limited.  No passes will be given the first 15 minutes or the last 15 minutes of class.  If it is an emergency you may be allowed to leave but you will be considered tardy to class.

  Keep your notebook.  It will serve as your study guide for mid-term and final exams.







